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Every day I wake up to challenges facing me just as they face everyone else in this world, and I reflect upon one of my favorite quotes which says “on the day of victory no fatigue is felt”. It is a constant reminder that hard work will always pay off, and by not giving my very best I am depriving myself of the success I know I deserve. Giving my all has always been important and although not easy, well worth the effort. I carried this hard work ethic with me into my first online English class. The weeks of English 122 have seemed to completely fly by. Many words have been written, along with many papers graded, and there is so much to be proud of. The growth that I have experienced is tremendous. My “break though” essay, according to my standards, is my persuasive essay. I was able to provide current and pertinent information to support my claims, as well as provide emotional ties that I felt would connect with my readers to achieve the art of persuasion. The writer I was before I began this course could not have been able to conjure up such writing in such a harmonized way. I have been able to reflect on my strengths and weaknesses, as well as the impact writing will have in my career and speaking capabilities, and I am a much better person for it. 

Over the many years as a student, I have noticed my strengths in particular to writing. One of my biggest strengths would have to be my creative mind. I am able to understand what I want to convey to my readers before I begin writing, and then find a way to deliver the information from a perspective possibly not predicted. Perhaps this talent comes from my many years of being a child and playing “pretend”, but in any case I am glad I have it! I am also glad for my unorthodox way of organizing my thoughts. Whether I jot down a cluster of ideas or create a simple outline, it is most often simple for me to proceed with my writings; this I attribute to my preparation and organization skills. Another strength of mine I have noticed is that to transition from one idea to the next in a synchronized fashion. I am able to use words that will help bridge each sentence to each other like a string of pearls, however it wasn’t always that way. With my several strengths, there is also much more growth to be attained in my writing. 

There is much room for improvement for me when it comes to writing.  I find myself struggling to incorporate information from reliable sources. I also find it difficult to retrieve the right information, given only a handful of sources to reach out to; it puts strain on my creative writing abilities, because I am so focused on getting information on paper that it ends up dulling the writing down or straying off topic, all for the sake of source requirements. If I could continue to learn to better my research-finding and its impact it may have on my writing, I believe I can improve upon this weakness. Another weakness on my writing is the failure to elaborate my ideas. Perhaps I am being too hard on myself, but I proofread my essays constantly as if I were the reader asking myself if everything makes sense. However, I feel that there are times when I could go into depth about topics to give the reader more insight. Having another student peer edit my writing may be a great solution. The challenge to rephrase previously stated ideas seems to put a dent in my writing as well. It is difficult for me to decipher which information should be restated and in which manner I would go about doing so without appearing repetitive and seeming to recycle thoughts. I believe that every great writer is constantly working to improve their writing, and even the very best writers need improving. Writing is essential to so much more that English class, and that is why I am looking forward to improving my skills for my career. 

It would be a stretch of truth to assume that I will not be taking my writing skills with me into my career. At first, I will need my writing skills when preparing my resume for interviews. I will be able to show prospective employers my capabilities and through my writing they will see that I would make a valuable employee. Since communicating in writing is a day-to-day duty in my career, it is important that my writing is effective. Whether I am writing a prescription or making notes in the medical database, it is crucial to watch for errors. Also, writing can help me to present so many ideas, new and old alike. If I ever feel the need to present change or concern in my workplace, I will be able to go about it in an organized and professional manner using my writing to persuade. I will be using these skills throughout my lifetime, on paper and in conversation.   

Writing enhances speaking skills through organized thought, clear ideas, and understanding of the overall goal in mind. When you organize thoughts on paper to get points across, it is easier to organize thoughts in your head to effectively speak with another person. The clear ideas will be conveyed in your speaking and will come across as confidence and knowledge. Understanding the overall goal of a conversation or speech will help to support your main ideas or thesis, as you would do in writing.  

When I first began this course, I had no idea how exactly my writing would be improved, but I trusted that it would somehow. Now I am writing my final essay and reflecting upon my strengths and weaknesses, as well as looking forward to using my newfound skills in my career and every day speaking. Hard work can never be replaced with hope or luck. Hard work and success is earned, and I believe that I earned all of my knowledge gained through all of the hard work I put forth. I will undoubtedly be using my knowledge everyday and yearning to become better in any way I can. As this small chapter of my education closes I know that it has also opened many doors of opportunity for me, and I am forever grateful for the experience. 

